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support him whole-heartedly in his efforts to hold the
Emperor to his word.
While M. Stolypine was speaking there was a hurrying
to and fro of doctors and nurses in the halls and ad-
joining rooms, and now and then the stifled cries of the
children could be heard through the doors and partitions
as their wounds were being bandaged. Nevertheless
M. Stolypine continued his address without displaying
the least emotion, thereby creating a profound impression
upon his hearers,
In spite of the initial changes that M. Stolypine
had made in the Cabinet, it was still far from being
homogeneous in its character. There were avowed
reactionaries among us, such as M. Schwanebach, Comp-
troller of the Empire; others, like M. Scheglovitoff,
Minister of Justice, concealed cleverly enough their
leanings toward the extreme Right until later, when it
became evident that their views would please the power
above. But such was the strength of M. Stolypine's
eloquence that the Council approved his words unani-
mously and promised to support him before the Emperor,
It was not long before M. Stolypine's fears were
realized. During the period immediately following
the explosion of the 25th August there arose a veritable
mutiny against the Prime Minister in the reactionary
camp and the inner circle of the Court. His immediate
replacement by a military dictatorship was insisted
upon, and the hope was openly expressed that this wotiH
be only the first step to a restoration of absolutism*
In short, the situation recalled that foHoiro^ the
assassination of the Due de Bern, oa the 13th of February*
1820, which gave the Duke and Dudhess d*Aagoultoe
an4 the " ultra w party a pretext for a violent campaign
against the Due Decazes, whoee object was to **